lain-Dealins 
| Concerning the 


Penal Laws and Teſts. 


| Delivered ina DIALOGUE between a 
Country-man and a Citizen, 
By one that heartily dtſires the Proſperity of His Majeſty, and all forts 
of His Majeſties Subjeits: Who is a Proteſtant Diſſenter, and hath 


been an old Sufferer. 
Conntryman. IR, I am heartily glad to ſee you, and having 


this good opportunity, I muſt make bold to In- 

. treat you to give me the beſt account gf Afﬀairs 

A you can, reſpeCting the publick Welfare of the 

City, and alſo of the whole Kingdom, becauſe you in this great City 
are beſt able to Inform and Inſtrutt the Country about matters thar 
relate to the Welfare of all forrs of his Majeſties Subjeds,by reaſon of 
your ſerious and frequent Converſe with men of good Reaſon, and 
ſuch as have conſidered and debated the Common Good betrer than 
we poor Country Folks,that live a'great many Miles from one another. 

Cittizen. My very. good Friend, I am as glad as you of this oppor- 
tunity, to have ſome Friendly Converſe with you about the matters 
you propoſe;. and the more glad, becauſe we can now freely Diſ- 
courle, ſo as-to mention the King and the Kingdom without being, 
afraid of thoſe, thar if they ſhould formerly have heard Xing and 
Kingdom mentioned; were ready tothink there was ſomething againſt 
the Government. | | | 

Coxntr, In truth Sir, it hath heen ſo in the Country ; and 'we have 
been fain to keep our Mouths as if a Pad-lock had been upon them, 
for fear our Words ſhould be miſ-interpreted, when God knows, we 
intended no hurt at all : But we were Nonconfor miſts. 

Cit. 1] will tell ye the reaſon of that, it was becauſe you, as well as 
wee, Cid live among a ſort of men who concluded Infalidly that there 
was no true Loyalty iv the King 2amongit thoſe that were for Voneon- 
formity to the Church, as it was ©/tablifhed by Law, 

Countr. 1 think you hit the _— very weil; only I muſt tell you 
| | F1E3S 
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that many who were true Sons of the Church, and did pitty and fa- 
your the NonconforBiſts as much'as they could, were baſely Brow- 
beaten, and brought into. many tropbles, becaule they did eſteem 
their Diſſeating Neighbours to be good SuhjzCts to the King,” though 
they differed in ſome matters of Religion from the Efabliſhed Church, 
But no more of that at preſent; pray let-me have an Account how 
things are now, and how they are like to be, concerning matters of. 
Religion. f Fr OE OE: 7 Eh 

Car. Truly it 1s now a happy time.in our-City, thanks be to God- 
and the King, for now-Miniſters and People. can meet together puh- 
lickly and peaceably, without fear of being dogged by Informers at 
their going or coming from their ſeveral Meetings; now inſtead of 
fearing a Juſtice ſhouJd know of their Meetings, they may boldly tell. 
ſuch who they are, and where they are to meet, and expect protection ' 
from thoſe Juſtices:now when we have heard the good word of God,to 
the comfort of our Souls,we can go home and rejoyce in God, without 
- fear of having our Houſes broken open, and our Goods taken away 
the Week after : Now our Streets are in Peace and Qniet upon the 
| Lords Day, from the Þurry of the Tratned-Bands, that did uſe to 
run to and fro with Conſtables and Informers to break open the 
Houſes of good Cittizens ; and if they found any number of People 
above five, beſides the Family, they were forced away before the 
Lord Mayor, or ſome other Magiſtrate, though they could not -- 
prove any Religious Worſhip amongſt them; and then they were 
bound over tothe Seſſions, and IndiCted for Rzots or Rowts, though 
the whole City did very well know they were as peaceable Subjects 
as any the King had. And beſides all this, great Violence was Exer- 
ciſed in breaking to pieces the Pulpits and Seats and Galleries of many 
Publick, M-eting-Places, And one Juſtice of the Peace, inſtead of 
keeping thz Kings Peace, upon the Lords Day after the publick Ser-. 
vices of the Church of England was done, he got a company of men 
and went to an Anabaptiſt Meeting-Place, and broke open the Doors 
when there was no People in the place, and then broke the Seats to 
pieces, and cauſed them to be carryed into the Street and made an 
Amazing Bonfire. And now alſo we are delivered from thoſe Ex- 
communications which kept many honeſt Men ſo long time in Priſon, 
and coſt others ſuch vaſt ſums of Money to keep out. 

Countr. Unto all this I will add a few Words :- Now we alſo are not 
diſturbed with Proſecutions at the Aſſizes and Seſſions, at the rate of 
20Pound a Month for not coming to Common-Prayer 4 And now our 
worthy Miniſters,who were prohibited from living within five miles of 
4 Corporation, can live and have great Meetings in any Corporation, 
Eit. What cauſe have we in the City, and you in the Country, to 

Praiſe 


| CA 
praiſe our God); and to loye and honour the King as an Inſtrument in 
-the Hand of God for ſo great a good ! 

Comntr. Now you mentionthanking of the King, I remember an Ad- 
dreſs of Thanks was much talked of in the Country, which was pre- 
ſented to his Majeſty at Yampton-Coxrt, by lome Anabapriſis in the 
Ciry of London; and there was a deadly Ding ahour it; and the 
more, becauſe it was done by Anabaptiſts : It was thanks for his Ma- 
jeſties Gracious Proclamation of Pardon, whereby a multitude of 
Men in the Rebellion of the Weſt were Pardoned ; and many Diſſeze 
ters were delivered out of Priſon, and from other Proſecutions ; and 
there was no ſmall Joy that it was not put in the Gazety concluding 
from thence that the King lighted both the Addreſs and the Ad- 
areſſors. And ſoon after his Majeſties Gracious Declaration for Liber 
ty of Conſcience,the ſame Anabaptiſts delivered an Addreſs of Thanks 
for that,and an heavy ftir was begun about that ;but when it was ſeen 
in the Gazet, then there was a litrle huſh, concluding others would 
follow; and [ think they have done pretty well, and I am glad of ir. 

Citt. Truely, a great deal of what you ſay was very much Diſ- 
courſed in this great City ; bat when conſiderate men had well-weigh- 
ed the great Provocations his Majeſtie met with by thoſe ftrivings in 
Parhament, to keep him from the Throne by the Bill of Excluſion 
and alſo that Provocartion given by the Invaſion and Rebellion of the 
Duke of Monmouth and his Party, to remove him from the Throne 
and that after all this, his Majeſty ſhould put forth ſuch a Gratious 
Proclamation of Pardon for the former Offenders ; and in that Pro- 
clamation relieve a vaſt multitude of Dzſſenters from Proſecutions 
they were under by divers Penal Laws; and after that, to ſend forth 
ſuch a Gracious Declaration for 4 free and full Liberty of Conſcience to 
all ſorts of his Subjects, both thoſe differing from himſelf, and thoſe 
of his perſwaſion. I ſay this hath convinced multitudes, and hath 
made them Cordial in their thankful Acknowledgments. 

Countr. In truth you ſay a great deal; and I think his Majeſties 
Royal Grace, all things conſidered, is to be greatly admired s And 
between you and I, ſome of onmouths Party have ſaid, If they had 
thought his Majeſty would have been ſo Gracious a Prince, they would 
never have lift up a Hand againſt him ; but they did verily believ« he 
would in time have deſtroyed all forts of Proteſtants, and they bleſs 
God they find they are miſtaken. But ſtill there he ſome keep up 
that old ſaying, There zs 4 Snake inthe Graſs; and quoth they, Car 
you tell how long this Hippineſs well continue ? And others put in their 
Verdict, and fav, So fir as any ſorts of Proteſtant Diſſenters are 
made uſe of to carry on the deſign of a A general Liberty of Conſci- 


ence, they are but Scafolds to pull down the Church of England, and 
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ſet vp the Church of Rome: What ſay yonto this, Man ? - 


Citrt, Honeſt Friend, you talk: like a Conntry-man z for you put 


too many things together ; but ſeeing you are fo free and friendly, 
E will anſwer them as well as I can: =xþ> 

1. As for the Shake in the Graſs, 1.Jook upon it like the fancy of 
Raw-head and Bloody-bones , often mentioned. to. little Chiidren 
ro afright them when they are frowatd, though there be no ſuch 
thing, But pray let us not forget the Serpent and the Yiper that is ſeen 
and felt in the 'Boſoms of thouſznds of Families; I mean the Penal 
Laws about matters of Conference t] wonder that an unſeen Snzke ſhould 
be more terrible,than a multitude of fiery Serpents that. bite and ſting 
in every Country, City, Corporation, Town and Pariſh through- 
out the Kingdom: according, as they may be ler looſe by Authority. 

2.As for that Query, How long will this happineſs continue ? His 
Majeſty -hath reſolved that in his Grecious Declaration, and divers 
times fince, as he hath had occaſion to ſpeak unto his Addreſling Sub- 
jets, that zt (hall not be in the power of one ſort of his Snbjeits to hurt the 
others about matters of Conſcience, reſpetting Religious Worſhip, as long 
as his Reign doth continue; and I think we have all cauſe to pray,God 
grant it may be long: For as long as he 1s High-Conſtahle of the whole 


Kingdom, he is able to keep the Peace among all his People, fo as to 


reſtrain them from offering Violence to each other. 


3. As for the Diſſ:nters being uſed as.Sc-folds to pull down the 


Church of England, and bui!d up the Chxrch of Rome : This is an vgly 
Refle&:on upon our great Maſter- Builder, together with thoſe brave 


Workmen he doth intend to have aſſiſting in this Glorious Work, 


in Repairing and Amending the State of the Kingdom : To be plain, 
1 mean the ing, Lords and Commons Aſſembled in Parliament ; for 
the Scaring Things before inſinuated, cannot be Yone without them : 
And as for his Majeſty, he hath declared enough concerning the Se- 
curity of the Church of England, their Religion, Riches and Dignity, 


to be farther confirmed to them, when the Penal Laws and Teſts are 


Repealcd ; he only reſtrains them from forcing Roman Catholicks 
«nd Proteſtant Diſſenters to their Churches, or ſending cf them 
ro Goals, and Ruining of them in their Eſtates z his Majeſty is not 
for Raining the Building of the Church of England, but for Repairing 
of it, by removing ſome looſe Topping-ſtones, that upon every 


ſtrong Wind of Perſecution fall downzto the hurt of thoſe that Walk 


dy the qurſide of her Walls; and as for Building up the Church of 
Rome by ſuch Gracious Proceerlings,in Concurrence with theWjſdom 
of a Parijament, I wonder ſuch a Notion ſhould be promoted ; eſpe- 
cizily in calling the Diſſezters the Scaffolds upon whom this work is to 


be c:C&ted, becauſe they are diligent in promoting a general Liberty 


of 


RG: i os — 


—— = PAR 2 
— HS oF A < Ba a 


of Conſcience ;, whereas it is well known that 4Þ ſorts of Diſſnters are - 
farther in their ſeparation from the Church of Rome, than they are 
from the Church of England ;, and therefore nothing of ſuch a Work 
can be deſignedly done by them. And heſides all this, his Majeſty in 
his Gracious Declaration hath made it evident, that he deſires 10- 
thing elſe, but that thoſe of his Own Perſwaſion, with all others of 


his Beaceable Subjects, may beat eaſe trom Violence about their diffe- 


ring! ways of Worſhiping God. And I beſeech you, conſider well 
what I ſhall now ſay to you, That jf the Common- Prayer-men had becn 
under ſuch Proſecutions by anyother party that might have had power 
in their hands,they would have thought it a great Mercy to have ſuch 
Relicfoffered them, as is now done by his Gracions Majeſty 3 and 
would have given thanksat a better rate; And I pray God they may 
never be under ſuch oppreſlions as Roman Catholicks and Proteſtant 
Diſſenters. have been, meerly for matters of Conſcience, which his - 
Majeſty hath Gracioully ſaid oght not to be forced. 

Conuntr. I am very glad of this friendly Converſe ; and you have 
fairly led me to another great point , about which People are al- 
moſt diſtracted , by being influenced from one and another Party :- 
To be plain, I mean the TEST, which you mentioned juſt now : - 
Pray be free with me, tor I want ſome help z becauſe ic is with great 
canfidence affirmed, That if the Teſt « taken away by Parliament, the 
whole Proteſtant Intereſt zs r1u7ned, 

Citt, I will be free and faithful in anſwering this matter according - 


to my Capacity : Briefly thus ; - 


There is a Teſt that doth prohibit all Roman Catholick; from being - 
in any Place of Truſt or Profit, except they take it, which 15 to Re- - 
nounce their Religion ; and [ think this a very hard C:/e, that any 
Man ſhould be made uncapable to jerve his Prince, and be in a way 
to get a Livelihood, except he wound his Conſcience. And the 
ſame may be ſaid concerning Proteſtant Diſſenters, for none of them-- 
can ie in thele Imployments, except they take the Oath of Allegiance 
and Supremacy, and the Sacrament of the Church, of England. Now 
canſider this matter ; ſome Drfnters can take the Oaths of Allegiance 
and Supremacy, but ſome cannot take either of them, and have ſuffe- 
red very deeply for refuſing them : and thoſe that can take both (ſups - 
poſing they underſtand the meaning thereof, better thin thoſe that . 
refuſe, yet they) cannot take the Sacrament ;, and fo the King is de- 
prived of the Service of his faithful Subjects, of ail ſorts differing 
from the Charch of Exz/1ud, becauſe a dreadfal Law ia the Penal- 
ties of on? part or other of it may fall upon them all. And now, my . 
200d Friend, conſider things well : Suppoſe the Kinz were an 4na-- 
baptiſt, Independant, Presbyterian, or Quaker, would it not.bea fad 

| thing. | 


thing that he ſhould be unable to help his own Friends ? And eſpeci- 
ally when he ſhould be willing to have the Benefit of ail forts of his 
Subjects, that ate capable by their Wiſdom and Honeſty, to con- 
tribute to the Welfare of the Publick ; and beſides all this, things 
Cid rife ſo high in oppreſling the Kings faithful Subje(ts about five 
years 2g0, that many good Houſe-krepers in the City of London, whoſe 
Livelihood depended upon ſelling Ate and Beer, could not have&Ls- 
cenſe ſoto do, without they brought a Certificate from their Pariſh- 
Miniſter and Church- Wardens, that they had.taken the S$:crament of 
the Coaurch of England;and ſo the holy Sacrament was made al e/t to ſeil 
Drink for a Livelihood, as other things were made Teſts for Offices. 

Countr. Verily, if theſe things were well diſcourſed inthe Country, 
by ſtſch as are of capacity ro handle them, it would do much good ; 
and I aſſure you I will do my part as well as Ican: And this 1 muſt 
tcl] you, That there he many hundreds of Officers in the Country, in 
fevcral Places of Profit, who can bolZly qualifie themſelves for their 
Oflizes by all theſe Tefts you ſpeak. of ;, yea, I believe they could 
fwallow a dozen more ; but many of them are very prophane in their 
Lives, and abuſive to the Kings Subjects, though they eat the Kings 
Bread every day ; and many others that are better Subjccts, cannot 
have Imployment, becauſe they are not qualified as aforeſaid. 

Cut, The AiFairs of his Majeſty are very great, and there be many 
things hid from his Princely Knowledge; which would be ſoon re- 
ified, if he had a true ttate of Aﬀairs ; for he is reſolved to pro- 
moteand maintain the Welfare of all his faithful Subjz&s. 

Czritr, Seeing we have gone thus far, let it not be grievous that 1 
deſire your Company and Diſcourſe a little longer ; and l pray you be 
'as plain and full upon the next point as you can, viz. the Parliamen- 

rary Teſt, which is to be taken before the Elected Members do enter 
the Parliament- Houſe, ſoa>to fir and act as Parliament- Men: I 
preſs this the more, becauſe the Clergy and many of the Gentry, in- 
fluence the Commons againſt the Repcal of that Tet: There js a 
kind of Heartineſs to part with the Penal Laws; but this Par- 
Jiament-Tes? ſeems to be like parting with their Hearts Blood ; now 
I j3ntreat you be free with me about ir. 

Citt. My good Friend, I will moſt heartily impart my Mind unto 
you about this matter; and that it may be the better rememhred, 
I will preſent ſome Particulars about the Parliamentary-Teſt to your 
Conſideration that you may reaſon the matter the better among your 
Fricn.'s and Neighbours about you... 

1. Conſider that the T«/ for Parliament, is but of Humane Inven- 
tion, and not of Divine Inſtitution 3 and therefore no Divine Rule 
will be broken if it te Repealed. | 

2.Con- 


2. Conſider, that as it was-made by State-Policy, it may be Re- 
pealed by State-Policy 3 and I humbly conceive, that there is not. 
the ſzme Reaſon for-continuing of it, as there was for miking it : 
For at that time it was feared, That if a Popiſh Succeſſor ſhould 
come to the Crown, all forts of Proteſtants would be utterly undone 3 
but now we ſee God hath ordered matters ſo, that Fes Duke of 
Yorkis 3OW In his Rightful Throne ; and inſtead of hurting azy ſorts 
of Proteſtants, he hath helped and will ſtretch forth the-Hands of his 
Royal Power tbhelpall forts: O how many have periſhed: in Gaol 
{ince the Reſtauration, by teing ſqueezed to death by the 1ton hands. 
of Penal Laws, though King Charles the Second did ſeveral times 
endeavour to hinder it! But King FAME S the Second is 
throughly reſolved to compleat the eaſe of all his People of all ſorts, 
and I pray God proſper him in it. | 
3. Conſider. that the 7eft aforeſaid, ſetting zſfide the Policy in- 
making of it, is a deſtroying the Birth- Right of Engliſh men, which 
was always a tender thing to all true Engl;ſh-Men; and I reaſon the 
caſe thus ; Fir, the Parliamentary Teſt deſtroyerth the Birth-right 
of thoſe Peers that cannot take it,, who are to ſit in the Hmſe of Peers by 
Regbt of Peerage; and as ſome may be hindred by not taking the Teſt, ſo- 
athers may be hindredif they (as Peers ) ſhould ſcruple the Outh of Aile- 
geance and Supremacy, thouzh they could take the Teſt, as it may ve , 
the caſe of ſome ſcrupulous Proteſtants; Secondly, it 15 the Birth-rs2ht 
of the Members of the Houſe of Commons to (it in Parliament, being fairly 
Ele&+d by Free-holders, for Knights of the Shires, or by the ſeveral B»- 
roughs and Corporations to ſerve as Burgeſſes : and therefore to have the 
Teſt, or any other thing, impoſed to hinder their ſitting , after b-ing 
fairly choſen, is a deſtroying of the Birth-right of Engliſh men, Now 
I appeal to the Ingenuity, Reaſon, and Conſcience of all ſorts of my 
Fellow- Subjects, whether they would not affirm the ſame thing 1 have | 
done, if the ſame Extremity lay upon themſelves from thoſe 1hit 
differ from them, of any one Party: Ard to make the matter yer 
more plain, ſuppoſe there ſhould be a Presbyterian Parliament, that 
fhould\makea Law that no Anabapriſt, no Independant, nor no Quzker 
ſhould he in a capacity to ſit in Parl:ament , though the People be 
never (o free to chuſe them, except each perſon of each Perfwaſion 
would renounce his particular Opinions about Religion : And ſup- 
poſe ſome of all theſe Parties ſhould te in Parliament , and agree to- 
gether, ſo as to make a Law, That no Church-of-England-man ſhould 
be #n Office, or ſit in Parliament, except he would renzunce Common- 
Prayer and the Sacrament. 4s it is now among them ;, would not any of 
theſe Proceedings be adjudged a deſtroying the Birth-right of Eng- | 
. eliſh-men? But I hope in God there never will be fuch ns | 
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—_— -” From the Parties before-mentfoned, nor from the Roan Catholicks ; 
--and it ſeemeth a very unreaſonable thing, that the King ſhould be im- 
poſed-upon, not to have the Service of all ſorts of his Subjects for 
' the publick Welfare of the Kingdom ; eſpecially conſidering, thatif 
all ſorts of Subjects differing in matters of Religion, were uſed, each 
Party would be ſtriving who ſhould be moſt careful and faithful in 
the Afﬀairs of the Kingdom, they all being at eaſe about Religious 
- Worſhip, as differing from each other. 
- Countr, Truly, I think this fair Reaſoning ; and this is very much 
- wanted inthe Country , for ſome do huffat a deadly rate , and per- 
ſwade themſelves and others, That if the Teſt be taken away there 
cannot be ſuch another Security for the publick Safety : And the con- 
. Cluſjon is, That Popery will be the publick Worſhip of the Kingdom. 

: Citt, Ido wonder at ſuch kind of Notions, being perſwaded, That 
' thoſe that do moſt inſiſt upon this Theam, are great Oppoſers of 1- 
dols;and yet in this matter {et-up an Idol in humane Aﬀairs for them- 
: ſelves, and bow down to it as their only Security : And beſides all 
this, the management of ſuch a Notion is a bad Reflection-upon the 
Wiſdom of the three Eſtates of the, Kingdom; as if every private 
'Man could determine this difficult matter better than they:and there- 
fore ſeeing we are now entred upon this point , let me pray you to 
conſider a few things. | | 

1. Conſider, That in the next Parliament there will be a great number of the wiſe 
men of the Church of England in the Houſe cf Commons, and ſome Proteſtant 
. Diſlenters, 

2. Conſider, That in the Houſe of Peers there is a great number of Proteftant 
Lords, beſides the Prozeft ant Biſhops ; and they are all concerned to look after a 
good Security in lieu of the Teft. 

3. Conſider, That his Majeſty, though differing im Religion from them all, hath 
" moſt Gracionſly lead th:m the way, that at the ſame time that Penal Laws are Repeal-= 
ed, that ſo Perſecution may be deftroyed, then Liberty of Conſcience to his differing 
Subjets to beeftabliſhed, and the Church of England be confirmed by a new Magna 

Jarta. 

And therefore I do moſt humbly wiſh and heartily adviſe, that all ſorts of his 
'Majefties Subje&ts would lay by bitter Contention, and come to an Union of Mind, 
to ufe their utmoſt endeavours to Chuſe ſuch a Houſe of Commons as may with the: 
Lords and the King, accompliſh this glorious Defign ; for I am perſwaded, that the 

- only Deſign of his Majeſty, after coming to the Crown with ſo much difficulty, ig 
that he may live in Tranquility, dye in Peace, and leave all ſorts of his Subjects with- 
out having a' Power to hurt each other, when it may be ont of his own Power to 
-help ſuch a divided People. | 

And then we ſhall have a Glorious Proſpect, that whoever may be the Succeſſour, 
will in all Probability follow his Majeſties Gracious Footſteps. And in, the mean 
'time, I will. pray, Long Live and long Reign King } A MES the Second. 
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